between Maryland and Virginia. In the following year they were
victorious once more in the Seven Days' Battle before Richmond,
a victory out of which a threat to Washington itself developed. In
the autumn they suffered a defeat at Antietam, but made this
good before the end of the year by their victory at Fredericksburg.
Lee then crossed the Potomac. On January i, 1863, Abraham
Lincoln, President of the Union, issued a declaration to the effect
that all slaves were free. In the same year Lee was beaten in the
battle of Gettysburg in Pennsylvania, the bloodiest of the war,
lasting from July i to 3, and on July 4 a still greater catastrophe
befell him: General Grant, in whom the Federal army had at last
found an efficient commander, took Vicksburg and thus brought
the Mississippi under the control of the Northern states. This had
the effect of cutting off the Confederates in the West from Texas
and from neutral Mexico. The blockade-ring, which had previ-
ously been several times broken through, now closed completely,
for in the North the Southern states abutted on the Union, and in
the East and South they were bordered by the sea. At once the
pressure made itself felt. There began to be a lack of medicaments
and dress materials, heating apparatus and building material, pro-
visions and munitions. Neither could a grotesque manifesto of the
Southern Government which offered freedom to all slaves who
would participate in the war (for slavery!) turn the scale. On
April 3,1865 their capital, Richmond, was taken after three days'
fighting, and on April 10 Lee capitulated with the remnant of the
army. Four days later the noble Abraham Lincoln was shot by a
stupid fanatic, the actor Booth (brother of the famous tragedian),
as he sat in the beflagged President's box at the gala performance
which was to celebrate the peace. He was a magnificent, truly
American figure, an original and a doctrinaire, sober and kindly,
a pathetic civilian in the midst of a murderous family war. He fell
at the summit of his career through blind treachery, like Philip
of Macedon, Caesar, Henri le Grand. But these three found execu-
tors for their wills: Alexander, Augustus, Richelieu; Lincoln
needed none, for his work was finished.

We Europeans regard this result with mixed feelings. That
Negroes should be freed is a good thing; to regard them as human
beings would perhaps be still better. That hostile brothers should
be reconciled and unite afresh in peaceful efforts is gratifying;
what is less gratifying is that the being born of this common pro-
ductivity is a terrible and scurrilous Leviathan who threatens to

252